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All singular values – without exception– occur 
in a GREEN CONTEXT. This is true of such icons 

as... 
STRENGTH
FREEDOM
COURAGE
PURPOSE

WILL-POWER ETC. 
Any or all of which could destroy our planet 



In living memory we 
have seen what 

happens when WILL-
POWER runs away. 

It came close to 
destroying 

everything...  



“I HAVE SET 
BEFORE YOU 

LIFE AND 
DEATH, 

BLESSING AND 
CURSING; 

THEREFORE 
CHOOSE LIFE, SO 

THAT BOTH 
THOU AND THY 

SEED SHALL 
LIVE...” 

DEUTERONOMY 30-19



Why has the tree become the symbol of our 
survival  so  that people HUG trees? 



Trees filter out pollutants from the atmosphere, as much 1.7 kilos  for 
each tree. They absorb carbon. They stop flooding and soil erosion.  

They support 2,400
species that we 

know of, plus 2,000 
plants and 1,800 
kinds of fungi. 

They reduce urban 
temperatures by as 

much as 7%. They 
reduce               

human blood 
pressures & slow 
respiration. THEY 
WASTE NOTHING    



These are called “mother trees”.  They use their deep roots to draw up water and 
share this with saplings. They send needed nutrients to nearby trees. They pump... 

sugar  and  life-
saving , carbon, 

nitrogen & 
phosphorus into 
roots of young 

trees. They infect 
saplings with 

protective 
mycorrhizal 

fungi. They are 
hubs to forest 
ecosystems. 

When dying they 
pass on their 

resources to their 
“children”          



One important 
characteristic trees share 
with us is that they are 

ALIVE, and living 
organisms  take care of 

each other and the 
habitats they all share in 
common. They co-evolve 

with other living 
creatures   



It is essential to distinguish what is ALIVE from what is 
DEAD. What is alive comes FULL CIRCLE to confound us

We have unilateral 
powers over what is 

DEAD...

...but what is ALIVE bites 
back and constitutes 

another nervous system 

To kick a football is NOT to kick a pit bull  



The idea that social science enables us to predict and control the 
conduct of other beings is wholly repellent and asks the wrong 

question. Health & wealth  come from mutuality,     

from co-activity that strengthens both parties . On the left she loses 
power  from what he gains. On the right each fits finely. 

We succeed “scientifically” by prediction 
& control, from being able to dominate 

and coerce other living systems.

We succeed through mutuality and 
synergy, by being able to relate 

harmoniously to other living systems 



In Hermann Melville’s brilliant symbolic novel, Captain Ahab picks a 
quarrel with God’s creation, in the form of a great white whale called 
Moby Dick. The creature is peaceable. Until Ahab attacks  him with  ...  

harpoons when he
goes wild and 

wrecks the ship, 
killing and all crew 
save one. Nature is 

benign but not 
when we assail it,  

exploit and destroy  
it . Then it turns 

upon us. Look in the 
whale’s eye if we 

want we to see 
what is at stake    



Ahab finds himself strapped to the whale’s body by the very harpoon 
rope which he threw and which snagged  his  foot.  WE ARE JOINED TO 

...
NATURE WHETHER WE 

WISH THIS OR NOT.  
Harpoons symbolize our 
straight- line thinking of 

cause and effect, the idea 
that our conscious 

purpose should get 
everything it seeks 
regardless of the 

damage caused, that 
living nature is ours to 
despoil and plunder    



What with fire, flood, drought, disease, extinction 
and pollution. Is Nature at last coming for us?  





Man’s battle against nature. The pugilist is a dead 
“hero”. The dandelion that scatters hundreds of seeds 

when punched is the one most likely to survive 



This adversarial posture extends to the challenge of 

Renewables to Fossil Fuels, the latter buoyed with $59 billion  
in subsidies, which will surely slow down urgent adaptation.    



More fossil fuel lobbyists were present at the recent 
Cop meeting  than delegates from any one nation  



A back breaking/burning through the weight of our own materialism  



The source of the trouble is  how we think, in terms of CAUSE and EFFECT The world 
of Newtonian manipulation led straight to the slave-trade era of capitalism 

Propelling physical  
things is not the 

problem. Things have 
no life & no purpose 
or direction of their 

own. But living 
creatures and plants 
grow and develop. 
To strike at these so 

they go in the 
direction we wish, is 
to twist and torture 

the living universe. It 
offends against the 
conditions of life.



This way of thinking creates a culture whose members seek to 
“call the shots” before scoring precisely as they specified



Falling dominoes are a classic case of CAUSE and EFFECT. One 
hits the other which hits the next. America fought the war in 

Vietnam because it dreaded the “dominoes effect”.     
But human affairs go 

in circles not in 
straight lines.  The 

dominoes came full 
circle on those that 
had started it all. 

Worse still the 
dominoes grew 

larger as more and 
more life, treasure 

and reputation  was 
put on the line. How 

could the most 
powerful nation in 
the world LOSE? 



One answer, straight out of Newton’s Principia Mathematica, was the BODY 
COUNT. Where people have more spirit, this can be killed and if they die in greater 
numbers than we, then they are forced to yield, aren’t they? A lesson for children ... 

and  of course 
once a “gook” 

has been 
“wasted” then 

he becomes one 
of the enemy 

and is not going 
to argue with 

you. As I F Stone 
put it, the 

elusive nature of 
victory was 

more than “steel 
and chrome can 

bear.”        



The Body Count so caught the American imagination 
that a heavy metal band called itself after this image  

It boasted of  being a 
“carnivore”. Songs 

included “Cop Killer” 
which sold 480.000 
copies. Albums  were 

entitled Violent Demise, 
Murder 4 Hire. 

Bloodlust and Merciless. 
At one point a band 

member hurled himself  
violently  at a member 
of  the audience who 

was spitting.   



Agent Orange was sprayed by the US on Vietnam. The real 
enemy were not just the people but their lived environment 



Is it Survival of the Fittest or Survival of the Finest Fit?



Our values must mimic the shape of nature . A primary 
characteristic of Nature is that it is FRACTAL. The word

means  “the same 
from far as near”. 
Here we see that 

within each leaf there 
is another tiny leaf 

and the spines of all 
leaves are similar to 

the branch as a whole, 
which in turn has the 
shape of the shrub. 
Each ELEMEMT has a 

PATTERN, each THING 
is RELATED   



Nature’s fractals are everywhere , integrated yet differentiated, centralised yet 
decentralised, in every macrocosm a microcosm, iterated yet changing,  lawful yet 

unique, wild yet orderly, diverging and converging      



A second major principle of Nature is EVOLUTION, live organisms 
thrown up by CHANCE are SELECTED or not by the environment. Chance 

PROPOSES and natural selection DISPOSES. Shorter necks die out  



Beaks that FIT MOST FINELY into flowers are inherited. What evolves & 
SURVIVES are the most HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIPS with Nature      



Evolution, like lucky Innovation, 
combines Chance and Choice 

Chance throws up possibilities which 
creatures select, On the right is a 

simulation of evolution known as the 
Mandelbrot Set. You give different 

colours to numbers 1-10. You CHOOSE a 
fixed number, add to that a random 

number, generated by CHANCE, and you 
print out the colour combinations which 
evolve and evolve indefinitely. We can 
see the result. Colours printed on top of 
each other turn black, but consider the 

aura  around the black beetle. That 
brings some surprises 



Here is what can happen when we magnify the  
the aura around the beetle. We get fractals  

The image on 
the far left is 

beautiful, fractal, 
& natural, We 

would  CHOOSE 
it in some way, 
even if it was  
generated by 

CHANCE. If alive 
we would breed 
it or mate with it 

or collect it as  
treasure. 

Peahens choose 
peacocks who 
best display



More evolutionary images from the Mandelbrot Set. 
We begin to see why nature can be so beautiful.



Here is the mathematical formula 
which created the previous fractals

(Choice) = ResultRandom 
number 

+  Fixed Number (Chance)

A chance number 
interacts with a fixed 

or chosen number 

A few results are so 
beautiful they get 

chosen 



How evolution compares to human 
innovation and creativity...  Janine Benyus Biomimicry 

“When we stare deep into Nature’s eyes. It 
takes our breath away. We realize that all 
our inventions have already appeared in 

nature in more elegant forms and at a lot less 
cost to the planet. Our clever architectural 

struts and beams are already in lily pads and 
bamboo stems...our most stealthy radar is 

hard of hearing compared to the bat’s multi-
frequency transmissions. Even the wheel 
which we always took to be a uniquely 
human invention has been found in the   

rotary motor that  propels the flagellum of the world’s most ancient bacterium. 
Arctic fish and frogs freeze solid and spring back to life having protected their 

organs from ice damage. Bees, turtles and birds navigate without maps. How do 
dragon flies outmanoeuvre our best helicopters? How do humming birds cross the 
Gulf of Mexico on less than on tenth of an ounce of fuel...How to cuttle fish hide? 



Our Cause-and-Effect thinking insist that Self-interest drives all business 
by way of an INVISIBLE HAND. Service to others is a mere EFFECT 



But the life sciences suggest that what really makes the difference is 
how FINELY EGOISM FITS with ALTRUISM, & SELF with OTHERS 

China leads the world in green technologies with 285 green 
cities under construction   



We are NOT against COMPETING. This allows the best of 
contestants to emerge, but contests can be aesthetic, 

harmonious, balanced and this can serve the martial art itself.     

Can we turn 
“green 

industry” into a 
spiritual 

discipline with 
its own heroes 
and heroines? 

Can we honour 
those who have 

contributed 
most to the 

planet?   



There is no inherent reason why our built 
environment cannot be green 



This is but the first of China’s 285 Green cities



Or why would we not choose the least polluting 
form of transport ?



If we can produce a COVID 19 vaccine in 10 months because our lives depended on 
this, then does this not apply to electric-powered air transport and road vehicles?       

Norway has a 73% electric car usage 
because its government and its people 

demanded this and it was made 
economic to switch over. Cannot the 

rest of us manage this too?   



Imagining our future harmonious & aesthetic 
relationship to the living environment



The State as our Green Steward
The state is 

responsible for all 
of us. Rulers are 
guardians of the 
nation’s treasure.  
The role they take 
towards wealth  
creation is a vital 
determinant of 
overall success 

and sustainability.  



Initiatives in Milan, Costa Rica, the Bahamas and India etc. won £1 
million Earth shot prizes from the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge to 

scale up their environmental innovations  



What then are “green values”? They are a seeming  
dilemma or paradox that  can be harmoniously joined 

All values are 
qualified by the 

need to preserve 
our planet which 

leads us to be 
IDEALISTIC, 

ALTRUISTIC, see 
the BIG PICTUTE 
and be ready to; 
confer BENEFITS  
on our habitat. 



There are now more than one thousand Benefit Corporations in the 
USA. They alter their bye-laws to confer benefits on planet and people. 

They include well-known brands. They personify mutuality.



Values in Dynamic Equilibrium  

Competing Cooperating

Doubt Verify 

Explore
Exploit

Renewable
Energy



Consider the French axioms of LIBERTY, EQUALITY, 
FRATERNITY. We weigh liberty and  fraternity equally

Equality  is a meta-
value We do this not 
because  they always 

ARE equal, but 
because we need to 

find just the right 
combination to create 

harmony.  In a 
pandemic, liberty may 

be less salient for a 
few months at least, if 

it is to make a later 
come-back and be 

strengthened .   



Harmony is present 
when two highly 

contrasting elements 
are combined to 

create wealth. It is 
no use INNOVATING 

if millions of 
customers do not 

IMITATE and adapt 
to your feat swiftly. 
INNOVATION is the 
novel fusion of two 
or more existing & 
IMITATED concepts      

Innovation 

Imitation



The importance of Sovereign Wealth Funds 
and the state as responsible shareholder 

The Chinese 
government, using 
SWF’s has made 

massive investment 
in green 

technologies and 
has half the 

investment of the 
entire world and 

three times US 
investments in 

solar, wind, tide, & 
hydro-electric   



• One answer to our problems is 
the natural process of SYMBIOSIS 
widely used by different species 
in eco-systems to help each other. 
The clown fish is protected by the 
stinging anemone which it 
fertilizes. The alligator gets its 
teeth cleaned, ants bite the lips of 
animals browsing on bamboo, 
and so on .       



Is the Triple Bottom Line the Answer?

STEWARDSHIP

What is missing 
from the TBL is the 

HUMAN 
PERESPECTIVE 

indicated against 
the white 

background where 
People, Planet and 
Profit meet. What 

we need is 
SUSTAINABLE 
STEWARDSHIP

SUSTAINABLE
LED BY



What we need 
above all is a 

Science of Mutuality 
and deeper living  

relationships



It is incredibly more effective to go WITH the forces  of NATURE than AGAINST 
them against them by drilling, dynamiting and demolishing 


